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A DISCOURSE, &c. 


WHEN YE PAST, BY NOT AS THE HYPOCRITES. 


Matt. vi. 16. 


SHOULD have been very far, my friends, 

from calling you together in this place on 
the preſent day, had I thought it likely to excite 
in any of your minds an opinion, that ſo inſig- 
nificant a thing as abſtaining from one meal, or 
adding one ſervice to the religious exerciſes of 
the vear, could produce any effect in changing 
the counſels of the Almighty. Such, I hope, 
was not the opinion of any of the enlightened 
perſons who enjoined- this public ſolemnity; 
fince, to encourage a reliance on ſuch means 
for obtaining. any ſuppoſed point of national 
proſperity, or averting any apprehended cala- 


mity, would be to open an inlet for the moſt _ 
abject ſuperſtition, and the moſt unworthy ideas 


of the Divine Being. In vain would Prophets, 
Apoſtles, Reformers, and Wiſe Men of ſo many 
ages and countries have inſtructed mankind, 
were ſuch attempts for replunging them into 
ignorance employed with ſucceſs. In the, con- 


fidence that your minds are elevated above ſuch | 


erroneous conceptions, I ſhall not take up your 
A - nn 
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time in proving, that all the good effects of this 


ſervice are to proceed from its operation on 


yourſelves. —But I ſhall, without further preface, 


lay before you thoſe conſiderations which appear 
to me peculiarly ſuitable for ſuch an occaſion. 

We are ſummoned on this day for the expreſs 
purpoſe of humbling ourſelves before our Maker 
for the fins of the nation; it is not therefore in- 
dividual, bur national faults, that are at preſent 


the proper ſubjects of our inveſtigation. A na- 


tion, indeed, being compoſed of individuals, it 
may be ſaid that it is the aggregate of their pre- 
vailing vices which forms the vicious character 


of the whole body. But the faults of particular 


men are various, according to the variety of 
cauſes that operate upon them; whereas the 
national faults are ſomething more fixed and 
uniform, proceeding from cauſes of general ope- 


ration, which cannot be removed without changes 


of circumſtances equally extenfive. Every man 
in ſome degree labours under their effects, though 
perhaps thoſe effects may conſtitute but a ſmall 


part of his ſum of moral depravity : individuals 


may, therefore, be conſiderably amended in their 
private morals, while the public delinquency re- 
mains nearly the ſame. The caſe is like that of 
diſeaſes of the body infeſting peculiar ſituations, 
Men may enjoy a certain degree of general 


health, though not one of them is free fron the 
country diſtemper; which is to be removed, not 


* 
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by remedies applied to individuals, but by altera- 
tions in the local cauſes which act upon them all. 
- Let us then, diveſted as much as poſlible of 
prejudice, conſider the moral ſtate of our nation, 
and carefully examine what are the leading ten- 
dencies to evil reſulting from our condition as a 
political body. We are ſolemnly called upon 
to do this; it cannot therefore be objected, that 
the time and place are improper for the purpoſe. 
When we caſt our eyes upon the later hiſtory 
of this iſland, we perceive a ſeries of internal pro- 
ſperity ſcarcely to be paralleled in the annals of 
any nation. In the midſt of calamities that have 
ſhaken other countries to their very foundations 
Sof wars that have involved almoſt the whole 
world in danger and diſtreſs—we have remained 
in a ſtate of almoſt uninterrupted peace at home, 
gradually advancing in every thing that is thought 
to contribute to national greatneſs and felicity. 
The part we have taken in the hoſtilities that 
have ravaged the earth (and we have taken a 
very leading part) has been almoſt optional to us, 
ariſing rather from remote reaſons of ſtate- policy, 
than from any immediate neceſſity of ſelf-de- 
fence; and if we have ſubjected ourſelves to 
heavy burthens, we have found the ability to 

bear them. Happy in the quiet inheritance of 
a degree of political liberty, greater than has 
been tranſmitted to any other people, our 
ſtruggles have been at end, while thoſe of others 
118 — 3 have 
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have bak commencing, or are ſtill to come, 
Security has produced induſtry, the ſpirit of ad- 
venture, and by their means a commerce bound- 
ed only by the limits of the globe. Wealth has 
flowed in upon us from all quarters, like the tides = 
of the ſurrounding ocean ; and it may be faid, 
with more literal truth than was aſſerted of an- 
cient Tyre, that our merchants are princes.” 
But, from the earlieſt ages of the world, down 
through each ſucceſſive period, it has been found, 
that a ſimilar ſtate of proſperity is productive of 
vices which tend to the deſtruction of their pa- 
rent. In whatever light we conſider theſe, 
whether as the natural conſequences of things, 
or as proofs of a degeneracy in human nature, 
it is our buſineſs rather to detect and attempt to 
remedy them, than, while they ſtill ſubſiſt, to 
deprecate the effects of the divine diſpleaſure 
againſt them. A ſtate of vice is a ſtate of diſ- 
__eaſe, If we are unable or unwilling to cure it, 
Mall the Deity be moved by our entreaties to 
delay his remedial proceſs? O, let us not add to 
our other faults the impiety of wiſhing to ſtay 
his hand when exo in AN our higheſt 
good'!/ | 
A great part of you are old ot to remem- 
ber the various ſolemnizations of this kind, which 
the ſovereign authority was pleaſed to direct, 
during the laſt unhappy war. With what earn- 
* did me public forms of bias plead for 


2 uncon- 


* 
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unconditional ſucceſs in our arms! What bold 
aſſumptions of juſtice on our part What bitter 
criminations of our revolted children! God 
thought not fit to anſwer our petitions, or to con- 
firm our raſh judgments. He eſtabliſhed, by 
his ſtrong right arm, an independent nation acroſs 
the Atlantic, which he has ever ſince diſtinguiſh- 
ed by his choiceft favours, and which ſeems 
_ deſtined for a refuge to the perſecuted and diſ- 
treſſed of all other countries; and he. gave 
us a leſſon of moderation, which was the moſt 
ſeaſonable gift he could beſtow. Since that pe- 
riod, other nations have had their afflictive diſ- 
penſations, while we have again been advancing 
in an uninterrupted courſe of proſperity. Is the 
ſeaſon arrived when another leſſon is wanted? 
Lt us anticipate the neceſſity of its enforcement, 
by voluntarily taking into ſerious conſideration 
thoſe national defects, which may be ſuppoſed to 
lie within the- ſcope of the reforming pion of 
Providence. | 

Extended dominion; overflowing 8 peace 
at home, and reſpect abroad, naturally become 
the parents of overweening confidence, of pride, 
arrogance, oſtentation, luxurious indulgence, 
and inſatiable avidity. Before theſe haughty paſ- 
ſions, the ſacred claims of juſtice, the ſober pleas 
of moderation, the counſels of wiſdom, and the 
remonſteapces of freedom, are put to an igno- 


MS | by minious 
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minious flight. -Particeifen'4 is 1 into a ſpirit 
of domination; induſtry becomes graſping ra- 


pacity ; and courage, daring violence. The ex- 
ceſſive opulence of the few, ſtimulates the deſires 
of the many. New wants continually ariſe, which 
demand new inventions for their ſupply. One 
part of ſociety preys upon the other, by deſperate 
and diſhoneſt projects; and political corruption 


contaminates every wholeſume principle in the 


ſtate. Abuſes are foſtered, not only by thoſe 


who immediately profit by them, but by the 


much more numerous train of greedy expectants. 
Salutary proviſions of controul are converted 
into a ſyſtem of mutual connivance. Inſtitu- 
tions, the original purpoſe of which was to favour 
equality, are made the engines of more com- 
plete ſubjugation of the inferior to the ſuperior 
claſſes. Principles are deſerted and ridiculed ; 
independence is ſunk to an empty name; and all 
ruſh into ſervitude, for the ſake of preſent ad- 


vantages, blind to their laſting intereſts, care- 
leſs for poſterity. | 


Such, in general, are the ur evils conſe- 
quent upon too full a tide of national proſperity. 
I mean not to bring home all the particulars to 
the preſent character of our country. I ſhall 
content myſelf with pointing out a few enormi- 
ties, which, if ſuffered to continue, will render, | 
in the eyes of God and of reaſonable men, our 
meeting on this day a mere mockery of religion, 


. ” We 


£4: 95) 
We are a people politically free, and we ;uſtly 
boaſt of this freedom as our nobleſt diſtinction 


among the nations. We know our civil rights, 


and what it has coſt to maintain them. Our an- 


ceſtors, at a time when the genuine principles of 
liberty were yet new in the world, boldly aſſerted 
them againſt the arms of tyrants, and the argu- 
ments of bigots. Through ſcenes of conteſt and 
blood, through good report and ill report, they 
ſtruggled to eſtabliſh their birthrights againſt 
foreign and domeſtic foes, and they ſucceeded. 
What inconſiſtency, what degeneracy, muſt it 
then be, to be induced by mean jealouſy, partial 
prejudices, and petty intereſts, ro aid in forging 
for others, fetters which ourſelves have broken! 
Againſt attempts to diſturb our own tranquillity, 
_ againſt uſurpations on the properties of unoffend- 
ing neighbours, we have a right to employ the 


pover which God has given us; but never let us 


be led to join with unprincipled deſpots, in 
controuling the operations of a ſovereign people, 

when employed in ſettling their internal affairs 
according to their own ideas. Should ſuch an in- 
terference prove ſucceſsful, ought we to complain 
if the ſame unjuſt policy were practiſed againſt 
ourſelves, by thoſe to whom freedom, in my 
ſhape, is a galling ſpectacle? 
We ate a people perſonally free —a thing of | 
much more Fonlequence to happineſs than . | 


- tical 
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tical freedom. Private and domeſtic ſlavery is 


totally baniſhed from our country; and the law 


protects the life and property of the loweſt pea- 
fant, with as firm a hand as thoſe of the higheſt 


noble. This is indeed a bleſſing! — but is it a 
bleſſing to us alone, and not equally to the reſt 


of mankind? Has the poor African no ſhare in 
this privilege of na: ure: and ſhall we be the in- 
ſtruments by which he is wronged of it? O 


ſhame! O guilt! O ingratitude ! Britons make 


a traffic of ſlavery — tear innocent men by the 


baſeſt of artifices from their native ſoil—from all 
they hold dear—carry them into irons to other 


Britons, who buy them like vile cattle, and wear 


out their wretched lives in the moſt corroding 


ſervitude! This foul crime, expoſed, avowed, 
undefended, but ſtill permitted, will fit heavy on 
the ſoul of Britain in the day of her adverſity. 


Hide thy face, Queen of Iſles, in burning bluſhes 
—Watiſh out with repentant tears thy deep ſtains— 


mourn in fackcloth—mortify with real faſtings— 


and dare not again to lift thy head towards the 


throne of Divine mercy, till thou haſt ceaſed to 
be cruel and unjuſt! | 
We are a commercial people—the greateſt 


probably that ever exiſted. We ought, there- 
fore, to be perfectly apprized, that commerce 


was intended as a mutual benefit to the nations 


engaged in 4 that it is a golden chain by which 
man 


1 
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man is connected with man, though inhabiting 
regions the molt remote from each other; that 
its ſpirit is that of peace, equity, and good faith; 

and totally adverſe to hoſtile encroachments, and 
the uſurpation of dominion by fraud or force. 
But have we been guided by theſe ideas? Is 
there no country which having received us as 
_ merchants, has cauſe to lament its want of fore- 
fight in giving itſelf foreign and imperious 
maſters? Did the gentle native of Indoſtan dare 
to aſk us, by what right we drain his country of 
its treaſures, and involve it in all the horrors of 


war and famine whenever it ſvits the intereſts ß 


our dark policy—what could we reply, but that 
nature has given us fiercer ſouls, and more vi- 
gorous faculties than his; that we are made ani- 
mals of rapine, and he our timid prey ? Alas! 
will this anſwer ſerve us when the Lord of hea- 
ven and earth ſhall aſk us the queſtion ? Shall 
we chuſe to have it retorted upon us when, in 
the progreſſion of human affairs, ſome warlike 
and adventurous nation ſhall aſſume the fame 
authority over us, then ſunk into the effeminacy 
of luxurious indulgence ? Shall we dare to plead 
the ſacred laws of religion, honour, juſtice, and 
humanity, after having violated them all at our 
: pleaſure ? This, this is one of our great national 
offences; but an offence, the preſent fruits of 

| | ers, which 


| 
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Wed I fear, taſte too ſweet, to ſuffer us ſincerely 
to repent of it, (till leſs ro reſign it! 
We are an enlightened people. All the ſtores 
of ancient and modern wiſdom are laid open to 
us, and the experience of every age of the world 
is at hand for our direction. By means of theſe 
advantages we are enabled to aſcertain the ſound- 


eſt principles of law, government: polity, morals, 


and of every art and ſcience by which the ad- 
vancement and happineſs of mankind are pro- 
moted. But are there not among us thoſe who 
love darkneſs better than light—who obſtinately ; 
foſter ancient errors in preference to modern 


| truths—who vilify and defame the liberal pro- 
moters of public improvement, and throw every 


obſtacle in the way of their further progreſs ? 
Were this done only through Ignorance and 


blind prejudice, we might lament, but could 


ſcarcely blame ; and might acquieſce in the cer- 
tainty that the light would at length overcome 
the darkneſs. But inaſmuch as it is done by 
deſign, through the ſelfiſh views of thoſe who 
profit by. the preyalence of error and imperfec- 
tion in public inſtitutions, it is a national crime, 
and one of no mean rank. 

But more eſpecially, all intereſted oppoſition ? 
to the ſpread of religious truth, all debaſement 
of the ſpirit of religion by allying it with ſtate- 
policy, and making it ſubſervient to party views, 

N 


. 
is highly criminal in a Chriſtian and a Proteſtant 
country. The ſcriptures, to which we boaſt our 
free acceſs, and from which alone we profeſs to 
derive our religious ſyſtem, certainly have not 
taught us to model the rites and doctrines of 
Chriſtianity by the occaſions of civil government. 
When our Saviour, in the inſtitution of that rite 
to which almoſt all his followers have attached 
' notions of peculiar ſanctity, explained its purport 
by the plain and folemn words, © This do in 
remembrance of me,” he could never, but by 
| the ſpirit of prophecy, foreſee, that they ſhould 
come in after ages to ſignify, © This do, that 
you may be qualified for a poſt in the. army or 
revenue.“ When he and his apoſtles declared 
the ſimple principles of the faith they were ſent 
to teach, and annexed ſincerity as one of the moſt 
eſſential conditions for their right reception, they 
never could have a view of the numerous obſcure 
and contradictory articles into which this faith 
was to be ramified ; ſtill leſs could they ſuppoſe, 
that an aſſent to them was to be forced upon 
perſons previouſly to all examination, and was 
to be maintained even after doubts and diſeuſ- 
| ſions, by the temptation of pecuniary emolument. 
Tr is difficult to ſpeak of theſe groſs profanations 
in the terms they deſerve, and yet with the ap- 
pearance of moderation. That even by the 
miniſters of the national religion, who all know, 


and 
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and many of whom openly lament, the miſchiefs 


to which theſe ſhocking impoſitions give riſe, 


they ſhould, however, from worldly confidera- 
tions be maintained with all the indecent heat of 
party, is a melancholy proof how little we are 
characterized by the genuine ſpirit of piety. 
It is not difficult to trace theſe evils to their 
ſource. An opinion of the utility of religion, in 
contradiſtinction to its truth and purity—that its 
purpoſe is chiefly to awe the minds of the vulgar, 
and that therefore it is better to preſerve ancient 
inſtitutions, however faulty, than to ſubvert them 
by means of free enquiry—is the pernicious 
error which has ſcattered its tares among the 
good feed in ſo many Chriftian countries. Some 
late events ſeem to have given it additional vi- 
gour; and a new feature in our national cha- 
' raſter appears to diſplay itſelf, the deteſtable 
ſpirit of hypocritical zeal. Perſons, of whom 
it is no breach of candour to ſuppoſe, that in no 
one action of their whole lives have they been 
influenced by conſiderations of religious duty, 
now begin to aſſume the tone of overacted piety, 
and on all public occafions abound in profeſſions 
of devout attachment to the faith of their an- 
ceſtors. What this faith is, and upon what 
founded, they have never examined. To regu- 
late their conduct by its precepts, 1s the fartheſt 
thing from their thoughts: their ſyſtem of morals 


. 
| 1s already formed in a very different ſchool: 
they are men of the world, and it would be 


weakneſs indeed to introduce the maxims of. 


Chriſtianity into the buſineſs or pleaſures of the 
world. But as far as a few ceremonies, the 
obſervance of particular days, the occaſional: 
modelling of their features into a ſanctimonious 
air, the giving credit to the worſhip of God by 
their preſence — ſo far they are willing to go, out 
of reſpect to the National Church, from which, in 
return, they hope to receive ſupport in all their 
claims of ſuperiority. It is not for themſelves 
that they want a religion, but for their ſervants 
and inferiors: for this purpoſe, one is as good as 


another, provided it be believed; and as they 4 


cannot truſt to reaſon for enforcing the belief of 
any, they muſt ſeem to believe it themſelves, and 
countenance the profeſſion of it by their own 
example. Such is the religion of too many of 
the great. It can be no other, becauſe it pro- 
duces no other fruits. But hypocriſy, grafted 
upon habitual profligacy, is the extreme of 
mental depravation; and if that ſhould become 
the prevalent vice of the times, there will indeed 
be reaſon to ſuppoſe, that the chaſtiſement of 
Heaven is impending over our heads. 

Under an awful impreſſion of the reſult of | 
our enquiries into the moral and religious ſtate _ 

of our country, and a conviction of the neceſſity 
of powerful „ to * its amendment, 
| l con- 
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I confeſs I am not oa to look up to the 
Almighty with a direct petition, that he would 
proſper us in all the undertakings which igno- 
rance or preſumption may have led us to plan. 
Rather, O Sovereign Ruler of Nations! deign 
to remove from our eyes thoſe miſts of ſelf. love 
and prejudice which prevent us from clearly diſ- 
cerning our real condition! Inſpire us with that 
ſpirit of equity and moderation, which may ren- 
der unneceſſary thoſe feverer viſitations of thy 
Providence, by which thou reformeſt an obſti- 
nately guilty land! We would wiſh not even 
deſire the ſplendours of external proſperity, 
Nis expence of national virtue, or procured by 
urpation on the rights of others, our brethren 
in the great family of mankind.” We humbly » 
truſt, that the preſent awful ſcene of human 
affairs will terminate in the manner which thy 
wiſdom has ordained, as moſt conducive to the - 
beſt intereſts of thy creatures. But, O ſuffer us 
not to be more deeply plunged in crime! May 
our hands be preſerved undefiled by innocent 
blood, and our hearts uncorrupted by malignant 
paſſions! Above all, may we not uſe religion 
as a cloak for unworthy deſigns, nor preſume - 
to make Thee a partner in iniquity. And if 
the preſent day have added any offences of this 
kind to our former account, O cancel and forgive 


them! Amen, 10 FE 89 8 


